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Applicant requests review of the final rejection in the above-identified application. No amendments are being filed with 
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Note: No more than five (5) pages may be provided. 
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STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF 
PRE-APPEAL BRIEF REQUEST FOR REVIEW 

Sir: 

Pre-appeal review is requested for dependent claim 22 only. 

Claim 22 calls for a mating manager to be included in the system. The system must 
include a processor, a bus coupled to the processor, and a controller. The mating manager must 
access the configuration space on the controller, detect a component external to the system 
having a configuration space, compare an identifier from said external component with an 
identifier from said configuration space, and, if the identifiers match, write information into the 
configuration spaces of the controller and the extemal component. Thus, the claim requires that 
a mating manager resident on a first system access the configuration space of an extemal system 
and compare an identifier from that configuration space with an identifier on its own system. 
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No such operation ever occurs in Hwong and, therefore, reconsideration is requested. In 
paragraph 18 of the fmal rejection, it is conceded that Hwong does not show a globally unique 
identifier from said configuration space. However, the claimed comparison is not identified in 
the reference. Namely, the comparison where a unit on a first system obtains an identifier from a 
configuration space on an external system and compares that external identifier to an identifier 
obtained on its own system does not appear in the cited references. 

The assertion that Chou shows a globally unique identifier for a configuration does not 
meet the claimed limitation. Moreover, the asserted rationale to combine appears only to address 
using globally unique identifiers, not for having a device on one system that accesses 
configuration spaces on its own system and an extemal system and compares identifiers from 
those two sources. 

The advisory action apparently did not focus on claim 22, to the extent it is understood. 
Therefore, reconsideration of the rejection of claim 22 is respectfiiUy requested. 
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